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AusVELS: Level 6
Writing – Literacy (ACELY1714)
Speaking and Listening – Literacy (ACELY1709)

Before we go
•	 Read a headline, article or advertisement 

from a newspaper or magazine that is 
portraying a particular view of an issue, 
situation or product. 

•	 Ask students for an immediate response: 
do they agree or reject the point of view?

•	 Students arrange themselves into small 
groups of people with the same point of 
view. Groups list reasons for their position 
and then share their reasons with the class.

•	 After listening to the views of others, 
students review their position. Ask 
students if any have considered 
changing their initial view based on 
others’ reasoning.

•	 Provide groups of students with a 
selection of newspapers, magazines 
and advertising material, from 
which groups select an article or 
advertisement to analyse. Suggest 
analytical questions such as:

 » Who is trying to persuade you?

 » What is the focus of the argument?

 » Is the argument convincing? Why or 
why not? 

•	 Students consider strategies used to 
persuade a reader to agree with a point 
of view, or to think a product is useful 
(e.g. facts and figures, use of celebrities, 

questioning, repetition, emotive 
language, photographs). Discuss the 
strategies and create a class list. 

•	 Ask students to identify recent changes in 
the local area that have been publicized 
(e.g. a new road, changes to a facility). 
Ask students to identify one of these 
things, to visit on a class walk. Explain 
to students that they will be going for a 
walk to the identified site, where they 
will observe and form an opinion of the 
development or change. 

•	 Teacher note: Take a camera to 
photograph the site for later reference. 
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Out and about
•	 Walk with the class to the identified point 

of interest. At the site, prompt student 
discussion on the cause and effect, with 
questions such as:

 » What was it like before?

 » How has it changed?

 » Does the change have benefits?

 » Does the change have negative 
outcomes, and for whom?

 » How has this change impacted on 
people and the environment? 

•	 Students consider their opinion of the 
site, either positive or negative, and what 
they would use to support their opinion in 
a persuasive argument.

Lesson Plan Level 6: English 

Taking a stand

F O R  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L S

Suggested time 
Before we go: 45 minutes
Walk: 45 minutes
When we get back: 60–90 minutes

Key learning outcomes
Students will be able to:
•	 plan, draft and publish a persuasive letter, flyer or information 

brochure about a local situation

•	 use text structures, language features, images and digital 
resources appropriate to purpose and audience 

•	 participate in and contribute to a class discussion about a local 
situation using different strategies

•	 consider why others may have different opinions  
about the same local situation
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When we get back
•	 Organise students into groups based on 

their opinion of the site visited. 

•	 Groups plan for and present their 
opinion to the class, using the 
class list of persuasive strategies 
compiled earlier.

•	 Discuss the strategies students 
found effective, and how information 
gathered on the walk contributed to 
the discussion.

•	 Students write a persuasive piece 
that presents their opinion of the site 
to the local community or the school 
community. Students can decide on the 
best way to present their information 

(e.g. letter, flyer, information brochure). 
Students again use persuasive strategies 
from the class list, and consider their 
audience. Provide students with 
photographs to include in their piece. 

•	 As a class, agree on a method to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the 
persuasive texts.

AusVELS Level 1
Strand Sub-strand Elaboration

Writing Literacy

Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and 
persuasive texts, choosing and experimenting with 
text structures, language features, images and digital 
resources appropriate to purpose and audience 
(ACELY1714)

•	 creating informative texts for two different audiences, such as 
a visiting academic and a Level 3 class, that explore an aspect 
of biodiversity

•	 using rhetorical devices, images, surprise techniques and 
juxtaposition of people and ideas and modal verbs and 
modal auxiliaries to enhance the persuasive nature of a text, 
recognising and exploiting audience susceptibilities

Speaking and 
Listening

Literacy

Participate in and contribute to discussions, 
clarifying and interrogating ideas, developing and 
supporting arguments, sharing and evaluating 
information, experiences and opinions (ACELY1709)

•	 using strategies, for example pausing, questioning, 
rephrasing, repeating, summarising, reviewing and asking 
clarifying questions

•	 exploring personal reasons for acceptance or rejection of 
opinions offered.

Suggested assessment
Assess student’s ability to:
•	 plan, draft and publish persuasive text

•	 create persuasive text appropriate for different audiences

•	 use text structures, language features, images and digital resources 
appropriate to purpose and audience

•	 participate in and contribute to a class discussion

•	 use different strategies in class discussions

•	 explore personal reasons for accepting or rejecting the opinion of others

Further connections  
Students and their families could:
•	 conduct a family walk in their local neighborhood and identify a change 

that concerns them

•	 draft a letter to the local council or organisation responsible for the 
change, or a flyer to share with the class

•	 collect photographic evidence if appropriate, to monitor the situation

•	 complete a Smart Steps: for Families – Activity Sheet at home

Resources
•	 selection of newspapers, magazines 

and advertising brochures

•	 drawing paper (optional)

•	 coloured paper (optional)

•	 coloured pencils (optional)

•	 digital camera or smart phone

Useful links
Persuasion Map interactive
www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/
interactives/persuasion_map/

Resources for persuasive writing
fuse.education.vic.gov.au/

www.victoriawalks.org.au/smartsteps/families/activitysheets
www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/
www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au

